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Comprehensive Public Safety Tower Plan for Pinelands 

Proposed-Tower Siting Policy 

1. For each proposed site identified in the Comprehensive Public Safety Tower Plan for Pinelands 

(herein, the Plan), as further defined by the geographic coordinates of Table 1 of the Plan, there will 

be a general presumption that a facility's final location will be within a search area consistent with 

the service need for the facility and in conformity with other appropriate technical considerations, 

but in no case will that area extend beyond a three-mile radius.  

 

2. Within that search area, consideration will first be given to locating the needed antenna on an 

existing, suitable structure that does not require a change in mass or height that significantly alters 

its appearance. The existing suitable structure may be located in any Pinelands Management Area. 

 

3. If it is infeasible to site the proposed facility on an existing suitable structure within the search area, 

then consideration will be given to either the use of other existing structures that require a 

significant change in mass or height or land suitable for a new support structure, provided that:  

 

a. Only those existing structures or sites within the search area will be considered; and 

 

b. Only those existing structures or sites that meet the requirements of N.J.A.C. 7:50-5.4(c)4 

and other applicable CMP standards will be eligible sites; and  

 

c. The County will need to provide confirmation that the selected site meets the needs of other 

parties to this Plan, or previously approved local communications facilities plans, who have 

proposed to share the proposed facility; and  

 

d. If the search area crosses the boundaries of the Pinelands Area or multiple Pinelands 

Management Areas, the County will consider existing structures that require a significant 

change in mass or height or land suitable for a new support structure in accordance with the 

following hierarchy of preference, from most preferred to least preferred:  

 

i. At the option of the County, publicly-owned land, provided that: 

 

(a) If the site proposed in the Plan is located in a Pinelands Regional Growth Area, 

Pinelands Town, Garden State Parkway Overlay District, or the developed 

portion of a Military and Federal Installation Area, only publicly-owned sites 

within these management areas shall be considered. 

 

(b) If the site proposed in the Plan is located in a Pinelands Rural Development Area, 

Agricultural Production Area, undeveloped portion of a Military and Federal 

Installation Area or Pinelands Village other than those expressly identified in 

N.J.A.C. 7:50-5.4(c)6, only developed, publicly-owned sites within these 

management areas, as well as those of (a) above, shall be considered. 

 

(c) If the site proposed in the Plan is located in the Pinelands Preservation Area 

District, Special Agricultural Production Area, Forest Area or a Pinelands Village 

expressly identified in N.J.A.C. 7:50-5.5(c)6, only developed, publicly-owned 
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sites within these management areas as well as, those of (a) and (b) above, shall 

be considered. 

 

ii. Any other land in the following order of preference, from most preferred to least 

preferred: 

 

(a) Outside the Pinelands;  

 

(b) Pinelands Regional Growth Areas, Pinelands Towns, Garden State Parkway 

Overlay District and the developed portions of Military and Federal Installation 

Areas;  

 

(c) Pinelands Rural Development Areas, Agricultural Production Areas, 

undeveloped portions of Military and Federal Installation Areas and Pinelands 

Villages other than those expressly identified in N.J.A.C. 7:50-5.4(c)6; and  

 

(d) Pinelands Preservation Area District, Special Agricultural Production Areas, 

Forest Areas and the Pinelands Villages expressly identified in N.J.A.C. 7:50-

5.4(c)6, provided that the resulting site does not result in an increase in the 

number of new towers identified in the Plan for this management area group.  

 

4. If no feasible structures or sites are found, the County will consult with Pinelands Commission 

staff to identify other possible mechanisms to find a site consistent with N.J.A.C. 7:50-1.1 et seq., 

including the potential for an amendment to the Plan, siting flexibility pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:50-

5.4(c)6, or a waiver of strict compliance. 




